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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 2/1 1/20 1 1 has been entered. 

2. Applicant's arguments/ amendments with respect to pending claims 1 through 14 filed 
2/1 1/201 1, have been fully considered but are not persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments: 

3. Applicant's arguments that the cited prior art does not disclose "reproduction means for 
checking whether said authentication result information indicates that said content reproduction 
apparatus or said user has been registered. . ., and, when said authentication result information 
indicates that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user has not been registered, 
checking said attribute information of said plurality of content data items". 

4. Stefik does not teach "transmission means" 

Response to applicant's arguments: 

5. Applicant's arguments/ amendments with respect to pending claims 1 through 14 filed 
2/1 1/201 1, have been fully considered and are not fully persuasive, as for applicant's argument 
that the cited prior art does not teach "reproduction means for checking whether said 
authentication result information indicates that said content reproduction apparatus or said user 
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has been registered. . ., and, when said authentication result information indicates that said 
content data reproduction apparatus or said user has not been registered, checking said attribute 
information of said plurality of content data items", the examiner respectfully disagrees as Irwin, 
figure 3, item 168, teaches a identity repository which checks for authentication i.e. if user was 
previously registered, if user is not registered and data in not protected than anyone can access it. 
And Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, teaches different rights can be set to digital 
media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able 
to store it in an external section; column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are 
not granted till user decides to purchase the music; column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to 
store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music. Therefor once file is 
requested to be played/stored externally it's rights/attributes will need to be checked to see if 
proper rights are there. 

6. Stefik does not teach "transmission means", the examiner has said the Irwin does not 
teach the limitation a whole specifically focusing on the external storage part. Irwin does 
disclose a transmission means as shown elsewhere in the office action, for instance in claim 1, 
Irwin, figure 3, item 168, teaches a identity repository which checks for authentication i.e. if user 
was previously registered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found in a 
prior Office action. 
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7. Claims 1-3, and 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Irwin et 
al. (US PreGrant publication 7,289,273 B2) in view of Stefik (US Patent No: 5,715,403) 

As per claim 1, Irwin discloses content data reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
content data, said content data reproduction apparatus comprising: transmission means for 
transmitting to a registration confirmation apparatus a confirmation request signal which requests 
said registration confirmation apparatus to confirm whether or not said content data reproduction 
apparatus or a user thereof has been registered; -Irwin, figure 3, item 168, teaches a identity 
repository which checks for authentication i.e. if user was previously registered 

reception means for receiving authentication result information from said registration 
confirmation apparatus indicates whether said content data reproduction apparatus or said user 
thereof has been registered; -Irwin, columns 6, lines 1-32, col. 20, lines 23-60; teaches consumer 
device i.e. repository requests data from an intermediate rights provider registering itself and 
figure 3 checks if user registered. 

storage means for storing content data acquired from a content data provision apparatus, 
said content data including a plurality of content data items each including attribute information 
indicating whether said content data items are prohibited from being stored external to said 
content data reproduction apparatus; -Irwin, columns 5, lines 40-67, teaches consumer device is 
an mp3 player which store data and column 5, line 60-61, teaches having a set of digital content, 
lines 45-46, teaches the digital content can be movies, audio files, pictures and more, line 64, 
teaches registering device, and lines 10-30 teaches creating a digital rights package associated 
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with the content and transmitting it to requesting registered device, i.e. the digital rights of the 
requesting device's plurality of content data items will be set. 

setting means for setting said attribute information of said plurality of content data items, 
based on received sale notification signals; -Irwin, column 9, lines 42-45 teaches sale of rights 
and transferring rights from one entity to another and column 12 lines 45-54, teaches reviewing 
authorization and purchasing rights 

and reproduction means for checking whether said authentication result information 
indicates that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has been registered in 
response to content data items when a reproduction command for one of said plurality of content 
data items input via an input means, -Irwin, column 9, lines 42-45, teaches sale of rights and 
transferring rights from one entity to another and column 12 lines 45-54, teaches reviewing 
authorization and purchasing rights, and figure 3, teaches if user is authenticated to give rights to 
content to play. 

But does not disclose and when said authentication result information indicates that said 
content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has not been registered, checking said 
attribute information of said one of said plurality of content data items and reproducing said one 
of said plurality of content data items when said attribute information of said one of said plurality 
of content data items indicates that external storage of said one of said plurality of content data 
items is allowed 

However, Stefik discloses and when said authentication result information indicates that 
said content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has not been registered, checking 
said attribute information of said one of said plurality of content data items and reproducing said 
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one of said plurality of content data items when said attribute information of said one of said 
plurality of content data items indicates that external storage of said one of said plurality of 
content data items is allowed. -Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, teaches different 
rights can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to 
copy it hence not be able to store it in an external section; column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights 
to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music; column 48, lines 36 
through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and the digital rights management as 
taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. This would be applying a 
known technique to a known device (methods or products) ready for improvement 

As per claim 2, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: transmission means for transmitting a purchase 
notification signal to a content data sales apparatus which notifies said content data sales 
apparatus of an intention to purchase at least one of said plurality of content data items, -Irwin, 
column 9, lines 42-45 teaches sale of rights and transferring rights from one entity to another and 
column 12 lines 45-54, teaches reviewing authorization and purchasing rights, and figure 3, 
teaches if user is authenticated to give rights to content to play. 

wherein when receiving from said content data sales apparatus a sale notification signal 
which notifies said content data reproduction apparatus that a sale of said at least one of said 
plurality of content data items is completed, said setting means sets said attribute information of 
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said at least one of said plurality of content data items to indicate informs that said at least one of 
said plurality of content data items is allowed to be stored external to said content data 
reproduction apparatus. -Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, teaches different rights 
can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy 
it hence not be able to store it in an external section. 

As per claim 3, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 2, wherein said attribute information of each of said plurality of content data 
items indicates whether a content data item of said plurality of content data items is allowed to 
be stored external to said content data reproduction apparatus while said content data item 
remains stored in said storage means or that said content data item is allowed to be stored 
external to said content data reproduction apparatus and that said content data item is to be 
deleted from said storage means. -Stefik, column 48, lines 36 through 54, teaches rights to 
store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music. User gets the right 
given the choices they make. If they are not paying they would be able to view it only if they 
pay they would get rights to copy. Once user pays the rights associated with the music are 
updated to allow user to make copies 

As per claim 5, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising: readout means for reading out said content data from a 
storage medium, wherein said storage means stores said content data read by said readout means. 
-Stefik, column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user 
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decides to purchase the music. User gets the right given the choices they make. If they are not 
paying they would be able to view it only if they pay they would get rights to copy. Once user 
pays the rights associated with the music are updated to allow user to make copies. User being 
able to view the music file is reading it out. -Stefik, column 48, lines 36 through 54, teaches 
rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music. User gets the 
right given the choices they make. If they are not paying they would be able to view it only if 
they pay they would get rights to copy. Once user pays the rights associated with the music are 
updated to allow user to make copies. User being able to view the music file is reading it out. 

As per claim 6, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said content data provided from said content data provision 
includes attribute information indicating that said content data is prohibited from being external 
to said content data reproduction apparatus. -Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, 
teaches different rights can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file 
and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store it in an external section. 

As per claim 7, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 6, further comprising: output means for outputting at least one of said 
plurality of content data items to a location external to said content data reproduction apparatus; 
and output control means for controlling said output means such that said at least one of said 
plurality of content data items is not output when said attribute information of said at least of 
one said plurality of content data items indicates that external storage is prohibited. -Stefik, 
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column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, teaches different rights can be set to digital media. 
One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store 
it in an external section. Column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not 
granted till user decides to purchase the music. User gets the right given the choices they make. 
If they are not paying they would be able to view it only if they pay they would get rights to 
copy. Once user pays the rights associated with the music are updated to allow user to make 
copies. User being able to view the music file is reading it out. So Stefik discloses the a digital 
work can have permission rights associated with it which only allows user to view it and it can 
have rights to make copies and it can have multiple rights given what user chooses. Hence user 
can have one right till they make the purchase and their right changes i.e. receive additional 
rights to the digital media. 

As per claim 8, Irwin discloses a registration confirmation apparatus, comprising: 
reception means for receiving from a content data reproduction apparatus a confirmation request 
signal which requests said registration confirmation apparatus to confirm whether or not said 
content data reproduction apparatus or a user thereof has been registered, said content data 
reproduction apparatus configured to store and reproduce content data including a plurality of 
content data items; -Irwin, columns 6, lines 1-32, col. 20, lines 23-60; teaches consumer device 
i.e. repository requests data from an intermediate rights provider registering itself and figure 3 
checks if user registered. 

first storage means for storing apparatus identification information identifying said 
content data reproduction apparatus or user identification information identifying said user 
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thereof, along with payment status information showing a payment status of said content data 
reproduction apparatus or said user; -Irwin, columns 5, lines 40-67, teaches consumer device is 
an mp3 player which store data and column 5, line 60-61, teaches having a set of digital content, 
lines 45-46, teaches the digital content can be movies, audio files, pictures and more, line 64, 
teaches registering device, and lines 10-30 teaches creating a digital rights package associated 
with the content and transmitting it to requesting registered device, i.e. the digital rights of the 
requesting device's plurality of content data items will be set. 

determination means for checking said first storage means based on received apparatus 
identification information or received user identification information included in said received 
confirmation request signal to produce a determination result indicating whether or not said 
content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has been properly charged payment; - 
Irwin, column 9, lines 42-45 teaches sale of rights and transferring rights from one entity to 
another and column 12 lines 45-54, teaches reviewing authorization and purchasing rights 

and transmission means for transmitting authentication result information to said content 
data reproduction indicating that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has 
been registered or that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has not been 
registered and that said plurality of content data items stored in said content data reproduction 
apparatus are not reproducible, based on the determination result. -Irwin, figure 3, item 168, 
teaches a identity repository which checks for authentication i.e. if user was previously registered 

but does not disclose and that said plurality of content data items stored in said content 
data reproduction apparatus are reproducible, 
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However, Stefik discloses and that said plurality of content data items stored in said 
content data reproduction apparatus are reproducible, -Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, 
line 21, teaches different rights can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only play 
the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store it in an external section; column 48, 
lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the 
music; column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user 
decides to purchase the music. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and the digital rights management as 
taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. This would be 

As per claim 9, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the registration confirmation apparatus 
according to claim 8, further comprising: second storage means for storing content data; and 
content data transmission means for transmitting said content data stored in said second storage 
means to said content data reproduction apparatus response to a request from said content data 
reproduction apparatus. -Irwin figure 3, and Stefik, columns 27 and 28, teaches repositories 
communicate insuring other is registered and a message indicating registration is sent. There are 
two repositories which store and transmit the data between them. 

As per claim 10, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the registration confirmation apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein said content data transmitted to said content data reproduction 
apparatus includes attribute information indicating that said content data is prohibited from being 
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stored external to said content data reproduction apparatus. -Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 
47, line 21, teaches different rights can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only 
play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store it in an external section. 

As per claims 11-14, Irwin discloses transmitting to a registration confirmation apparatus 
a confirmation request signal which requests said registration confirmation apparatus to confirm 
whether or not said content data reproduction apparatus or a user thereof has been registered; - 
Irwin, figure 3, item 168, teaches a identity repository which checks for authentication i.e. if user 
was previously registered 

receiving authentication result information from said registration confirmation apparatus 
which indicates whether said content data reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has been 
registered; -Irwin, columns 6, lines 1-32, col. 20, lines 23-60; teaches consumer device i.e. 
repository requests data from an intermediate rights provider registering itself and figure 3 
checks if user registered. 

storing in a storage means content data acquired from a content data provision apparatus, 
said content data including a plurality of content data items each including attribute information; 
-Irwin, columns 5, lines 40-67, teaches consumer device is an mp3 player which store data and 
column 5, line 60-61, teaches having a set of digital content, lines 45-46, teaches the digital 
content can be movies, audio files, pictures and more, line 64, teaches registering device, and 
lines 10-30 teaches creating a digital rights package associated with the content and transmitting 
it to requesting registered device, i.e. the digital rights of the requesting device's plurality of 
content data items will be set. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/565,1 58 Page 1 3 

Art Unit: 2432 

setting said attribute information based on received sale notification signals; checking 
whether said authentication result information indicates that said content data reproduction 
apparatus or said user thereof has been registered in response to when a reproduction command 
for one of said plurality of content data items input via an input means; -Irwin, column 9, lines 
42-45 teaches sale of rights and transferring rights from one entity to another and column 12 
lines 45-54, teaches reviewing authorization and purchasing rights 

and when said authentication result information indicates that said content data 
reproduction apparatus or said user thereof has not been registered. -Irwin, column 9, lines 42- 
45, teaches sale of rights and transferring rights from one entity to another and column 12 lines 
45-54, teaches reviewing authorization and purchasing rights, and figure 3, teaches if user is 
authenticated to give rights to content to play and figure 3 checks to see if user is authenticated 

but does not disclose attribute information indicating whether said content data items are 
prohibited from being stored external to said content data reproduction apparatus, checking said 
attribute information of said one of said plurality of content data items and reproducing said one 
of said plurality of content data items when said attribute information of said one of said plurality 
of content data items indicates that external storage of said one of said plurality of content data 
items is allowed 

however, Stefik discloses attribute information indicating whether said content data items 
are prohibited from being stored external to said content data reproduction apparatus, checking 
said attribute information of said one of said plurality of content data items and reproducing said 
one of said plurality of content data items when said attribute information of said one of said 
plurality of content data items indicates that external storage of said one of said plurality of 
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content data items is allowed -Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, teaches different 
rights can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to 
copy it hence not be able to store it in an external section; column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights 
to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music; column 48, lines 36 
through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and the digital rights management as 
taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. This would be applying a 
known technique to a known device (methods or products) ready for improvement 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Irwin in view of Stefik 
and further in view of Lin (US Patent No: 6,275,693 B 1) 

As per claim 4, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1, 

but fails to disclose wherein said transmission means transmits said confirmation request 
signal to said registration confirmation apparatus each time when said content data reproduction 
apparatus is powered on 

However, Lin discloses wherein said transmission means transmits said confirmation 
request signal to said registration confirmation apparatus each time when said content data 
reproduction apparatus is powered on -Lin, column 4, lines 35-43, discloses powering on a 
device and registering it and that is a well known in the art to so, hence done automatically. 
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It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the device registration 
as disclosed in Irwin with the mobile device registration as disclosed in Lin because it is 
desirable to connect to network automatically upon powering up of device as disclosed in Lin - 
Lin, column 4, lines 35-43, discloses powering on a device and registering it and that is a well 
known in the art to so, hence done automatically. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiiy concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Kanaan whose telephone number is (571)270-3906. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached at the following telephone number: 
(571) 272-3799. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/SIMON KANAAN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2432 

/Benjamin E Lanier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



